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THEORY PAPER: AMERICA

America is a 2009 Lifetime Television film 
starring Rosie O'Donnell, Ruby Dee and Philip Johnson




· You will watch a 90 minute film and correlate what you see in the film with information from this class.  This is a research paper as well.  You will review the theories and knowledge we have learned in the course and apply them to the  
· Obtaining the film: A DVD has been placed on reserve in the Library, or you can try to find it on Netflix or Hulu. You can ask for it by course (SWKR 125A) or by my name, or by title at the Course Reserves counter in the Library.
· Parts of the film are intense and may be emotional for some students.  It deals with several difficult social work topics: child abandonment, child sexual abuse, the inadequacies of foster care system, and residential /group home treatment.   The main character has the name “America.”  He is a 17 year old who will soon be “aging out” of the foster care system.  Aging out means that once a foster child turns 18 s/he will no longer receive foster care services.  
· Take care of yourself when you watch this film.  It is the kind of film that is important for social work students to see.  But you need to practice good self-care when you watch it. Take breaks if necessary.  You may consider journaling about any parts that are particularly troubling for you.  You can also watch the film together with classmates or a supportive friend, partner, or family member.  Then talk about your thoughts and feelings and how the film affected you.  
GUIDELINES FOR WRITING PAPER
1. PAGE LENGTH: 6 pages min to 7 pages max for the body. You will add 1 page for cover and 1 page for references for a total length of 8-9 pages. DO NOT GIVE ME MORE THAN 7 PAGES OF TEXT! Practice editing. 
2. USE APA FORMAT: For help, check out http://csus.libguides.com/APA_Style_Guide 
3. SPACING: Use double-space, 12-point font and 1inch margins. 
4. HEADINGS: Use the headings given so that I can easily know what item you are addressing. (I. THE MULTIDIMENSIONAL APPROACH, II. THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES, etc.)
5. FIVE DIFFERENT SOURCES:  Have at least five different sources on your final “References” page.  The Hutchison textbook has to be one source. The other four sources must be academic. For example, Wikipedia is NOT a source you can use.  Neither is any website that ends in .com. If you need help with finding relevant academic sources, go to the library (i.e., that big tall building in the center of campus ) and find the Social Work reference librarian, Bill Christy.  
6. SEVEN INTEXT CITATIONS: Have at least 7 in text citations in the paper. 
7. SUBMIT PAPER: You will submit the paper in CANVAS in the Assignments link on the left side menu. You will need to upload your paper in .doc or .docx format.
8. LATE PAPERS: There is a “.5 point per day” deduction for late papers.  Please inform me by the due date if the paper is going to be late.  Email is best. Extensions are not granted except for extreme circumstances. 
9. GRADING CRIERIA: This paper is worth 90 points, see the rubric in the syllabus. 


Remember, watch this film through the lens of the multidimensional approach (i.e., the three dimensions of person, environment and time); and consider how the theories we have talked about provide context to America’s story.
FORMAT FOR PAPER 
I. THE TIME DIMENSION (10pts)
Define what this is. Discuss how the different domains of time relate to the film. How has the time dimension influenced America’s behavior? How might differences in the time dimension have impacted America? 

II. THE PERSON DIMENSION (15pts)
Define what this is.  Discuss how the three domains of this perspective that we talked about relate to the film. How do these domains influence America’s behavior? 

III. THE ENVIRONMENT DIMENSION (15pts)
Define what this is.  Then discuss how it relates to America.  Write about any evidence of how America’s environments impacted his behavior. What options did America’s environments provide him with? What obstacles did his environments produce for him?

IV. THREE SOCIAL WORK THEORIES (30pts)
Think about all of the different theories or perspectives that we learned in class (systems, conflict, developmental, psychodynamic, humanistic, emotional intelligence, attachment, etc.).  Then choose three theories and/or perspectives that were reflected in any part of the film. Define each of the three theories that you choose. Then provide specific evidence from the film that relates to your choices.  
V.	IMPLICATIONS FOR YOUR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE (10pts)
A. Knowledge: What did this film teach you about?  What did you learn that you didn’t know before? What questions did the film raise for you?
B. Self-Awareness: How did this film impact you? What emotions did it trigger?  Did you learn anything about yourself? 

NOTE: Do not summarize the film.  This assignment does not ask you to do that.  Instead, discuss the social work concepts and theories for each heading, and then explain the specific part of the film that relates to it. Your discussion of specific parts of the film do not have to be in order. 
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